
 Reaction of alcohols with aldehydes and ketones produces 
hemiacetals and acetals. 
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 Reaction of alcohols with Acids produces esters. 
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Fischer Esterification: acid-catalyzed formation of esters

acid catalyst required for this reaction

 
 
 
The reverse reaction of esterification is called hydrolysis: 

Ester Hydrolysis- conversion of ester back to parent acid

CH3 C

O

O CH3 + H
O

H

waterester

H+
CH3 C

O

OH +

acid + alcohol

CH3 OH

Acid Hydrolysis
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Basic Hydrolysis- this is also called saponification

Na

 


